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A cultural reflection of the first 30 years,
from New Orleans to Pittsburgh and 
the points in between.

Drive the family’s old (2WD) 
Explorer to school in St. Louis

St. Louis friends are 
surprised I eat raw oysters 
when opportunity arises

First car is Dad’s 
old Buick  LeSabre

When year round 
swimming starts, 
so does Mom’s taxi

Get around on bikes First T Pass

After much deliberation,
buy a used Subaru wagon

After wrecking the 
Explorer, begin driving a 
Jeep Grand Cherokee

Carless again

Win first place at State 
meet in 25 Backstroke

Swim lessons at Pinewood

Join Pinewood swim team

Run the mile for the 
Lady Cougars

Join rowing team and 
shortly after quit because 
it’s too cold and too early

First time 
snowboarding

Take Swim Fit class at CMU

“Chatahoochee” is the most 
played lunchtime jukebox song. 

“Prop me Up Beside the Jukebox 
(if I die)” is number 2.

Wisdom teeth removed by oral 
surgeon who would later be 
Britney Spears’ surgeon

Better than Ezra fan

High school football is huge
Go bridge jumping

No desire to try out for 
cheerleading or dance team

Garth Brooks “The Dance” is a 
big hit at junior high dances

Boyz II Men are big too.

Like to look at Southern Living 
magazine home plans

Like a Virgin and Thriller are 
my first casettes

Favorite song according 
recorded interview by Mom 
is “Rock the Casbah” Go to two Death Cab concerts 

in the same year 

Buy Britney Spears 
Greatest Hits CD just for fun

Subscribe to the New Yorker

Listen to iPod on the bus

Listen to 80s favorites like 
Depeche Mode and New Order 

College music includes Dave 
Matthews Band, Indigo Girls, 
and Rusted Root

NYTimes is my home page

Buy road bike
with intention to
sell Subaru wagon

Become a diet coke addict when 
become too short on time to 
stop for morning coffee

Can’t find Red Velvet cake mix 
anywhere. Attempt from scratch 
is a mauve disaster

Try making crawfish lasagne 
with seafood from home

Pizza by the slice becomes 
a lunchtime staple

Become a Dunkin’ 
Donuts addict

I don’t leave the house 
without red lipstick

Begin to move away from 
Gap floral prints, printed tees, etc.

Wardrobe is increasingly 
black and gray

Accidental mullet/bi-level 
from a Boston visit haircut

First pair of 
snow boots

First real winter with snow 
I have to take a cab from the 
dorm to buy hats and gloves

The drama of rush is not my thing 

I’ve mastered the art of 
obliviousness on public transit

But, I do end up pledging

Almost everything I own 
is black or gray. Some pink.

I’m the class clown, get 
detention for drawing cartoons 
of the french teacher in class

Ringleader of our swim team 
gang “the 5 DGS” (disgraces). 
Also receive the Dennis the 
Menace award at annual banquet.

Suddenly sixth grade hits 
and I’m shy

1/2" = 100 miles from home

Mardi Gras with cold 
Popeyes fried chicken at 10am

Cook my first dinner for the 
family – individual meatloaves

Taco Bell is the post-football 
game hangout

Barq's Red Cream Soda is the 
best drink at pool parties

Cheese grits casserole is one of 
our favorite things at dinner

Typical college lunch and dinner is 
a grilled chicken sandwich 

Don’t put my hair up in a bow one 
day and everyone is shocked

Wear red Polo tee shirt and 
plaid bow in hair for the first 
day of high school

Culturally average Culturally southernCulturally northern


